
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT U.S. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS 

 
Course Description and Philosophy 

 
Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics is an elective semester course offered to sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors. The course is designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of American government – from 
its institutional and philosophical origins to its present-day systemic operations within our diverse, often fractious, political 
society. Individual rights and civil liberties are emphasized both as a matter course content and conceptual theme. 
Lessons are designed to transcend the narrow confines of the classroom and encourage students to exercise such rights 
and liberties as they move forward into the ranks and realm of full citizenship. Upon completion of the course, students will 
be prepared to make informed and reasoned judgments when participating in the political life of their local community, 
their state, and their nation. Students will learn the procedural methods by which the major political and policy institutions 
of the United States – the Congress, the presidency, the bureaucracy, and the federal judiciary – perform their functions 
and exercise their respective powers. Students receive instruction in the “mechanics” of the political process as well as the 
organizations and outlets by which citizens may communicate their interests and concerns; the formal and informal 
methods used to influence the governing class in order to effect (or prevent) public policy formulation and implementation. 
Students will evaluate, analyze, and interpret data (opinion polls, charts, graphs, federal budget outlays and expenditures, 
etc.) relevant to United States government and politics. Lastly, students receive preparatory instruction as to content, 
format, and test-taking strategy for the United States Government and Politics Advanced Placement examination. 
 
As this is an introductory–level college course in political science, instructional strategy and teaching methodology is 
primarily lecture and discussion. Debates, Socratic questioning, small group work, and independent study projects are 
also employed as differentiated methods of student expression and instructor assessment. A variety of in-class 
technologies including SmartBoard, PowerPoint, and media presentations will enhance in-class treatment of the subject 
matter and provide a visual basis and understanding of assigned text and supplementary readings. The course is 
designed to meet all requisite evaluation guidelines and core curriculum content standards prescribed by the Advanced 
Placement Curriculum Audit and the New Jersey Social Studies Standards. The course is designed for those who 
demonstrate superior academic performance and are eager to earn college credit or enter undergraduate study as a 
student in advanced standing. Chapter, Unit, and Final Examinations will comprise the principal and formal method of 
assessment. Exams are designed to simulate the AP Exam: a combination of objective (multiple choice) questions and 
analytical (free response question) essays. Teachers will evaluate work submissions and scholarly product, providing 
authentic assessment / diagnostic measurement of student comprehension, aptitude, and progress. The use of scoring 
rubrics based on Advanced Placement standards will be used to assess assigned essays. 



Text Reference: 
Lowi, Theodore, et al. American Government, 10th ed.  New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2009.  
 
Supplementary Readings: 
The essays, articles, and editorials indicated in this curriculum represent an apposite sample of available and topical 
supplementary readings. Readings can be replaced / updated by others that offer a better or more relevant treatment of 
overall course themes and objectives.  
 
 
Written 2009   
 
Unit I: Foundations 
Chapter 1 – Five Principles of Politics 
 
Essential Questions: What is government? What is the nature / purpose / proper function of government? What are the 
various forms of government? What is (are) the foundations of government? From what sources should / does government 
derive its “just powers”? Why is government necessary? What is politics? What is the purpose of political behavior and 
participation? What best serves the interests of a political society: the promotion individual rights and preference or 
collective action and communal benefit? 
 
 
Objectives – Students will be able to … 
• Define government. 
• Distinguish and describe the various forms of government (autocracy, oligarchy, democracy, constitutional government, 

authoritarian, totalitarian). 
• Identify the foundational sources of governmental authority. 
• Explain the rationale for the existence of government and the dangers inherent to an absence of some  form of external coercion 

or governing authority. 
• Define politics. 
• Describe the organizing effects and principles of politics. 
• Examine the processes of political behavior and participation. 
• Determine the advantages and disadvantages to governmental policies designed to promote the interests of the individual or the 

society. 
 
 
 



Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Making Sense of 
Government: 
What is government? 
Forms of government. 
Foundations of 
government. 
Why is Government 
Necessary? 

Homework 
Prompts 
Tests 
Essays 

Textbook 
Supplementary Readings: 
Hobbes, “Of 
Commonwealth” 
Locke, “Of Civil 
Government” 
de Tocqueville, 
Democracy in America 
(excerpt) 
Rousseau, Social Contract 
(excerpt) 

Student led discussion and 
Lecture / Note -taking. 
Students will consider the 
reasons for government 
existence and debate which 
form of government serves as 
the “best hope” for “man [and 
woman] on earth.” 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips  

6.2.A.2 

The Principles of Politics 
in Action: Rationality 
Principle 
Collective-Action 
Principle, 
Institution Principle 
The Policy Principle 
The History Principle 
Beyond the Election 
Cycle 
 

Homework 
Prompts 
Tests 
Essays 

Textbook 
 

Lecture / Note-taking 
Students will receive an 
example-based lesson 
designed to expand the 
definitional understanding of 
the various principles of 
political action. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.5 
 

 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Chapter theme: … “politics is the struggle over ʻwho gets what, when, and how.ʼ”  -- Harold Lasswell 
Students will be divided into two contending groups each having to prepare an affirmative and negative constructive (argument) based on the 
following resolution: “Resolved: a government powerful enough to give you everything you want is powerful enough to take everything you have.” 
(Negative constructive can focus on the “vices” of a political system with insufficient distributive / redistributive power(s)). 
 
Ethical Decision Making / Character Education 
Predictive exercise (assessing base / prior knowledge): Students will have to construct (by written description) a government of sufficient power to 
provide for societal (national) cohesion and security balanced by systemic “safeguards” designed to prevent governmental abuse of power. 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 2 – Constructing a Government: The Founding and the Constitution 
 
Essential Questions: What are the root claims and causes that justified American colonial rebellion and independence?  Are radical 
methods of protest (including violence) legitimate forms of political expression / resistance? By American standards, what is / are the 
principal function(s) of government?  What philosophical claims and governmental theories are contained in the Declaration of 
Independence? What determines governmental legitimacy?  What powers were denied the national government by the Articles of 
Confederation? why?  Why did the Articles of Confederation fail?  What factors / events prompted the Philadelphia convention of 1787?  
What motivated the delegates who framed (ultimately) the Constitution?  Was the government as formed by the Constitution 
democratic?  Why was the central government divided into three parts? What are the enumerated powers given (and provinces of) 
Congress (special emphasis on the "necessary and proper" clause)? the President? the judiciary?  
 
Objectives – Students will be able to … 
• Describe the events surrounding the American Declaration of Independence from England and the revolutionary government established by 

the Articles of Confederation. 
• Describe the events leading up to the demise of the Articles of Confederation. 
• Understand the seminal influence of Classical & Enlightenment political philosophers on the development of American political theory and 

constitutional framework. 
• Examine the philosophy, backgrounds, and potential motives of the delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787. 
• Understand the ratification procedure as well as the arguments posed in support of, or opposition to, the ratification of the Constitution. 
• Describe the process(es) by which the Constitution may be amended. 
• Identify the civil rights and liberties contained in the Bill of Rights as well as other key amendments to the U.S. Constitution. 
 

Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional  
Method 

Tech 
Infusion 

NJCCCS 

The First Founding: 
Interests & Conflicts 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Textbook 
Supplementary 
Readings: 
“Resolutions of the 
Stamp Act Congress” 
Declaration of 
Independence 
Articles of 
Confederation 

Student led discussion. 
Lecture / Note-taking. Students 
will discuss the legitimacy of 
American colonial protests and 
the reasons for which citizens 
can seek to “alter or abolish” 
their prevailing form of 
government, 
 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.1.A.4 

The Second Founding: 
From Compromise to 
Constitution 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

U.S. Constitution 
Beard, “An Economic 
Interpretation of the 
Constitution” 
Hofstadter, “The 
Founding Fathers: an 
Age of Realism” 

Student led discussion. 
Lecture / Note-taking. 
Students will discuss the merits 
of the Beard Thesis in light of 
the pressing problems plaguing 
the U.S. during the “Critical 
Period” and the well- functioning 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.B.1 
6.2.B.4 



The Federalist Nos. 
10, 15 and 51 
United States 
Constitution 

(and enduring) government 
provided by the Founding 
Fathers 

The Constitution: 
systemic design; 
content and procedural 
elements 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 
 

Textbook Lecture 
Note-taking. 
Instruction will provide a brief 
“Article overview” of the 
Constitution. 
Students will identify and 
distinguish the three-branched 
federal system, separate and 
respective powers, system of 
checks and balances. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.B.4 

Philosophical 
foundations and 
conceptual intent of the 
framers. 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Textbook Lecture 
Note-taking. 
Class will focus on the 
processes of ratifying, 
amending, and limiting (powers) 
of the Constitution. 
 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.B.4 
6.2.E.6 

Ratification fight: 
Federalists vs. 
Antifederalists 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Selected essays of 
Publius and Brutus  

Student led discussion 
Lecture / Note-taking 
Students will consider the 
arguments offered (and fears 
expressed) by the 
Antifederalists and – looking at 
the present operations of the 
U.S. Government – students 
can debate if the Antifederalists 
proved prescient. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.C.1 

 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will prepare a brief PowerPoint presentation based on the following resolution: “Resolved: the Constitution owes as much to the 
Foundersʼ ability to compromise as it does to their political genius.” Students will provide a detailed description of the various compromises that 
secured the final draft and ratification of the Constitution. 
 
 
 



Ethical Decision Making / Character Education 
Using Federalist Nos. 51 and 10 as their guides, students will consider the reasons why the Founders provided various procedural safeguards to 
prevent the potential abuses of (1) the government and (2) the “leveling effects” of democracy (and majority rule). 
 
 
Chapter 3 – Federalism and Separation of Powers 
 
Essential Questions What is the difference between a federal and unitary system of government?  What are the advantages / 
disadvantages of the U.S. federal system?  How, when, and why did the American concept of federalism evolve: dual federalism? 
Cooperative federalism? regulatory federalism? new federalism? What factors and events have promoted the growth of the national 
governmentʼs power in the American federal system? What impact (immediate and residual) did the case McCulloch v. Maryland have 
on the operational dynamic(s) of American federalism? What are enumerated powers? implied powers? inherent powers? concurrent 
powers?  How has the nation and its governmental institutions attempted to reconcile the contending language as found in the "full 
faith and credit" clause, the Supremacy Clause, and the 10th Amendment? What is the difference between separation of powers and 
checks and balances and how do these concepts impact governmental function and policy implementation?  How has judicial review 
affected the original intent of the Constitution as well as the operational essence of separate and coequal branches of government? 
 
Objectives – Students will be able to … 
• Present and explain the concept of Federalism. 
• Explain how the federal system works. 
• Describe the evolution (and component stages) of American federalism. 
• Describe the functional dynamics (and systemic tensions) of intergovernmental politics (federal versus state authority). 
• Contrast the separate and respective powers possessed by each branch of the federal government. 
• Define and distinguish enumerated (delegated), implied, inherent, reserved, and concurrent powers. 
• Provide multiple examples of checks and balances for each branch of the federal government. 
 
 
Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech 

Infusion 
NJCCCS 

Federalism and 
Separation of Powers 
as Political Institutions 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Federalist 
Nos. 39 and 45 

Lecture  
Peer reading and document 
analysis 
Students will engage in a 
teacher-led discussion of the 
positive aspects and potential 
pitfalls of a federal style system 
and consider if this system best 
suits so diverse a nation as the 
U.S. 
 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.4 
6.2.B.1 



Who does what? 
Stability and change in 
the federal system 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Eleazar, “American 
Federalism” 
Wills, “The War 
Between the States 
… and Washington” 

Lecture: 
Students will be advised of the 
often conflicting nature of 
American federalism owing to 
the Constitution and its 
interpretation: “general welfare” 
provision, elastic clause, “full 
faith and credit” clause, 
supremacy clause, 10th 
Amendment, 14th Amendment, 
(selective) incorporation 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.4 
6.2.B.1 
6.2.B.2 
6.2.C.3 

Internal and external 
restraints: separation of 
powers and checks and 
balances 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Montesquieu, The 
Spirit of the Laws 
(excerpt) 
The Federalist 
No. 51 
 

Debate / Discussion: Students 
can contemplate human nature 
in the context of governmental 
formation “But what is 
government itself, but the 
greatest of all reflections on 
human nature? If men were 
angels, no government would 
be necessary. If angels were to 
govern men, neither external 
nor internal controls on 
government would be 
necessary.”  
Students can consider the 
systemic barriers to efficient 
government operations in this 
context. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.B.1 
6.2.C.1 

The arbiter: the 
emerging role of the 
Supreme Court 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
The Federalist No. 78 
“Virginia Resolution” 
Marbury v. Madison 
(1803), McCulloch v. 
Maryland (1819) 

Lecture / Discussion 
Students will contrast the 
opinion of two one-time 
supporters of the Constitution: 
James Madison and Alexander 
Hamilton related to the 
principal of nullification: a 
stateʼs right (Madison) or the 
proper province of the federal 
Judiciary by judicial review 
(Hamilton). 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.1 

 
 



Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will consider the relevant clauses and provisions of the Constitution (full faith and credit clause, supremacy clause, 10th and 14th 
Amendments) as well as the “acts and judicial proceedings” (Massachusetts General Legislature Act MGL c.37 and Goodridge v. Mass 
Department of Public Health, 440 Mass. 309 (2003)) and the federal Defense of Marriage Act (1996). Then students will submit an amicus curiae 
legal brief (or “friend of the Court”) on behalf of BOTH plaintiff and defendant in a matter (soon to be) “before the court.” Students will demonstrate 
their understanding of the complexities and points of contradiction and conflict to be found in the U.S. Constitution and federal system. 
 
Ethical Decision Making / Character Education 
Students may consider the compelling governmental interest and societal impact of illicit narcotic use / abuse in the United States and the role 
played by the American federal system in attempting to minimize the harmful effects of this issue. Students may assume the role of a judge who 
must weigh the respective regulatory and jurisdictional powers of the national and state governments in combating illicit drug use (as well as the 
rights of the individual and the community). Students may hand down a decision (based on a fictional case pitting the Controlled Substances Act 
against the various state laws that stands in conflict) and provide a constitutionally based and public policy rationale for their decision. 
 
 
Chapter 4 – Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 
 
Essential Questions What are civil rights and liberties?  How does the national Bill of Rights apply to citizenship rights?  What is 
(selective) incorporation? What is the essence of the "balancing test" employed by the Supreme Court in determining the extent of civil 
liberties (especially first amendment rights)? How is freedom of religion protected in the United States?  What parameters frame the 
non-establishment and free exercise clauses of the First Amendment -- in schools, in private / public settings?  What parameters frame 
freedom of speech and press in the United States? What constitutes “obscenity”?  What is the scope of the right to assemble? What is 
the scope of right to privacy -- in schools? in private settings? in marital relations? in the decision to “bear or beget a child”? What is 
procedural due process? What is substantive due process? How does procedural due process differ from substantive due process? 
How were the rights of the accused expanded during the Warren Court? What is meant by the equal protection of the laws? What 
historical / contemporary barriers to equal protection (and access) have faced various groups in American society: American Indians, 
Hispanics, Asians, women, the aged, gays and lesbians, the disabled, African - Americans? What effect has judicial interpretation had 
on the equal protection clause?  What was (and remains) the impact of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965?  
What was (and remains) the impact of the various special education laws of the 1970s (including Title 504)?  What impact did the 
passage and implementation of Title IX have on American society?  What was (and remains) the impact of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1992? What has been the effect (positive and negative) of affirmative action programs? 
 
Objectives – Students will be able to … 
• Understand First Amendment freedoms as well as the due process and equal protections clauses of the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments. 
• Describe the doctrine (and expanding application) of “incorporation.” 
• Identify key Supreme Court decisions related to incorporation, civil rights and liberties. 
• Explain how civil rights and liberties change with successive court interpretations and decisions. 
• Understand and debate the political and societal implications related to the evolution of civil rights and liberties. 
 



 
Topic/Content 

Skills 
Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Civil Rights and 
Liberties: Foundations 
& Philosophies 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text Lecture 
Discussion: From what sources 
do rights originate? Are rights 
subject to regulation and 
restriction? If so, when and under 
what circumstance? What is the 
obligation of government 
regarding rights? What is the 
responsibilities that come with 
citizenship rights? 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.3 
6.2.B.4 
6.2.C.4 

“Dual Citizenship” – 
Nationalizing the Bill 
of Rights 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Gitlow v. New York 

Student Presentation  
Case and document analysis* 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet  
(Data Based 
Research) 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.2 

Freedom of Religion: 
Non-establishment 
and Free Exercise 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Lemmon v. Kurtzman 
Lynch v. 
Donnelly 

Student Presentation 
Case and document analysis 
In-class debate* 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet  
(Data Based 
Research) 

6.2.C.1 
6.2.B.2 
6.2.C.2 

Freedom of Speech 
and Press 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Schenk v. U.S. 
New York Times v. 
U.S. 
Tinker v. Des Moines 
Miller v. California 
Buckley v. Valeo 

Student Presentation 
Case study  
In-class debate* 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet  
(Data Based 
Research) 
Media Center 
computer lab 

6.2.B.2 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.2 

The Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
District of Columbia v. 
Heller 

Student Presentation 
Case and document analysis 
In-class debate* 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet  
(Data Based 
Research) 
Media Center 
computer lab 

6.2.B.2 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.2 

Due Process and 
Rights of the Accused 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Mapp v. Ohio 
Gideon v. Wainwright 
(Powell v. Alabama & 

Student Presentation 
Case and document analysis 
Discussion* 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet  
(Data Based 

6.2.B.2 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.2 



Betts v. Brady) 
Escobedo v. Illinois 
Miranda v. Arizona 
 

Research) 
Media Center 
computer lab 

Right to Privacy Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Griswold v. 
Connecticut 
Roe v. Wade 
Planned Parenthood 
v. Casey 
Vernonia v. Acton 

Student Presentation 
Case and document analysis 
In-class debate* 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet  
(Data Based 
Research) 
Media Center 
computer lab 

6.2.B.2 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.2 

Civil Rights: Race and 
Equal Protection of 
the Laws 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Plessy v. Ferguson 
Brown v. Board of 
Education 

Student Presentation 
Case and document analysis 
In-class debate* 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet  
(Data Based 
Research) 
Media Center 
computer lab 

6.2.B.2 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.2 

The Rise of the 
Politics of Rights 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Kluger, “Simple 
Justice” 
Dinesh DʼSouza, “Sins 
of Admission” 
U.S. Department of 
Justice, “Achieving 
Success under Title 
IX” 
Lopez, “Spoil[ed] 
Sports” 
U.S. Department of 
Labor, “Facts About 
the Americans with 
Disabilities Act” 

Lecture / Discussion 
Students can debate the issue of 
affirmative action in college 
admissions: promoting diversity 
and expanding opportunity versus 
reverse discrimination and unfair 
accountability. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet  
(Data Based 
Research) 
Media Center 
computer lab 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.B.4 
6.2.B.5 



Affirmative Action 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Bakke v. Regents of 
the Univ. California 
Gratz v. Bollinger 
Ricci v. DeStefano 

Student Presentation 
Case and document analysis 
In – class debate* 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet  
(Data Based 
Research) 
Media Center 
computer lab  
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.B.4 
6.2.B.5 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
*Student pairs (or “resident experts”) will be assigned a Supreme Court decision to research: facts of the case, Constitutional issue at 
stake, and the resulting High Court decision (summary of majority (and / or concurring) and dissenting opinions). Students will then 
provide a brief presentation to the class providing a case overview and a “breakdown” of the Courtʼs decision and rationale for its 
findings. Student presentations will be used as a “prompt” or “spark” for in-class debates of the issues raised as well as the 
implications and impact of the decision for the individual citizen and the society at large. 
 
Ethical Considerations / Character Education 
This chapter is potentially (and particularly) fruitful in terms of student interest and the immediacy of impact related to their present 
status and rights as American high school students. The class could consider Affirmative Action and the college admission process, 
the propriety of considering race or ethnicity as a factor in the college admissions process and its potential impact (positive / 
negative) on them as individuals and prospective college applicants. The class can consider the appropriate extent of student privacy 
rights as balanced against a compelling state interest to promote student safety and prevent student drug use by the adoption of a 
random drug testing program. The class can consider the proper extent of student free speech (expression) and press, applying the 
Courtʼs balancing test between the rights of the individual versus Board and administration policies designed to promote a safe 
environment conducive to student learning (The Board believes that an effective instructional program requires an orderly school 
environment and that the effectiveness of the educational program is, in part, reflected in the behavior of pupils). Lastly the class can 
weigh the merits of expanding civil rights and liberties into the realm of “implied rights” against the protective element provided by 
restrictive language and interpretation parameters found in the limiting textual elements of the Constitution; a government designed to 
limit the power and potential abuses of government. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit II: Institutions 
Chapter 5 – Congress: The First Branch 
 
Essential Questions: Who are the members of Congress (an institutional profile)? Whom do they represent – constituency? party? 
institution? What is the proper / preferable form of representation: delegate or trustee? What are the express and enumerated powers of 
the Congress? How have Congressional parameters of power and authority expanded throughout history? How is the institutional / 
procedural atmosphere different in the House and Senate? What are the electoral considerations for persons seeking election / re-
election to Congress? What are the electoral advantages of congressional incumbency? What best serves the interest of the American 
people – Congressional turnover or career membership (professional legislature)? How is Congress organized?  What are the major 
leadership positions in each house of the Congress and what powers are wielded by each position? What is the form and function(s) of 
the committee system? How does the committee system operate?  Who sits and on what committees?  What are the respective roles 
and legislative procedures of the House and Senate?  How does a bill become a law? Legislative gridlock: partisan inertia or Founder's 
design?  What methods are used to overcoming legislative gridlock? Can the federal government function with the cross interests and 
contending pressures placed on members of Congress? Does Congress promote the “general welfare” by distributive and re-
distributive policies? What congressional reforms have been introduced and enacted from the mid 1970s to the present?  How does 
Congress attempt to promote "the general welfare"? 
 
Objectives: Students will be able to … 
• Provide a demographic profile of the “typical” member of Congress. 
• Define and distinguish the various “schools of thought” regarding the essence of representation – delegate versus trustee. 
• Identify the advantages of incumbency in American congressional / electoral politics. 
• Debate the merits of congressional turnover (as to membership) versus incumbency retention and the development of a 

professional legislature. 
• Debate the merits of the patronage, seniority, and earmark (pork-barrel) systems. 
• Describe the process of gerrymandering and show the electoral (and political) effect of the process. 
• Identify (by title / person possessing) the key leadership positions in Congress. 
• Identify the various Standing Committees in Congress. 
• Distinguish between, and describe the functions of: standing, select committees, conference, and oversight committees. 
• Show the influence of lobbies and special interest groups in influencing the legislative process. 
• Describe the legislative process and the respective powers, procedural rules, and committees for each house of Congress. 
• Determine (and debate) the “general welfare” parameters of congressional power. 
• Describe the distributive and redistributive powers of the U.S. Congress. 
• Describe the various methods employed to ensure party discipline and loyalty during the legislative process. 
• Distinguish and describe the variety of voting methods used in the Congress. 
• Determine the reasons for the growing ideological gap and voting record / pattern (by party) in Congress 1947 – Present. 
• Debate the existence of a “general welfare” 
• Debate the positive / negative impact of distributive and redistributive policies. 
 



Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional 
Method 

Tech 
Infusion 

NJCCCS 

Representation 
 
 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Madison, Federalist 
No. 57 

Lecture / Discussion 
Document Analysis: Students 
will consider the best nature of 
representation: trustee or 
instructed delegate? Pursuit of 
the nationʼs interest or that of 
the state and congressional 
district? 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.A.4 
6.2.C.6 

Problems of 
Legislative 
Organization 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text Lecture / Discussion 
The legislative process … like 
making sausage. Students will 
receive instruction in the 
labyrinth procedural and 
systemic processes of 
legislation and discuss the 
advantages / disadvantages of 
the system.  

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet  
(Data Based 
Research) 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.4 
6.2.C.6 

The Organization 
of Congress 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Price, “The 
Congressional 
Experience” 
 

Lecture 
PowerPoint presentation: 
Committee system: standing, 
select, joint, and conference 
Students can contrast the rules 
for bill consideration and debate  
-- House v. Senate 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.4 
6.2.C.6 

Rules of Lawmaking: 
How a Bill Becomes a 
Law 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
“Iʼm Just a Bill” 
(from Schoolhouse 
Rock) 
Starobin, “Pork: A 
Time Honored 
Tradition Lives On” 
John Ellwood & Eric 
Patashnik, “In Praise 
of Pork” 
 

In - class debate 
Students will consider 
“earmarks” or “pork-barrel” 
spending: legitimate use of 
government funds (and “grease” 
for the legislative wheel) or 
wasteful spending (and a 
contributing cause to record 
deficits)? 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.4 
6.2.C.6 



How Congress 
Decides: Pressures 
Institutional and Extra-
institutional 
 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Webquests: 
(Various Interest 
Groups related to 
health care debate) 
 

Discussion 
Media Based Presentation & 
Discussion: analysis of “issue 
advocacy 
ads” 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet  
(Data Based 
Research) 
 

6.2.C.6 
6.2.D.4 
6.2.D.5 

Beyond Legislation: 
Additional 
Congressional Powers 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text Lecture / Discussion 
Students will consider the vast 
expansion of congressional 
authority beyond the powers 
conferred in Article I / Section 8 
(especially oversight)  

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet  
(Data Based 
Research) 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.4 
6.2.C.6 

Power and 
Representation: Who 
is Represented? 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text In-class debate 
Students will consider and 
debate how well Congress 
represents the needs and 
interests of the American people 
and the seeming disconnect 
between measured public 
opinion and incumbency 
retention. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Internet  
(Data Based 
Research) 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.D.2 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Q & A with Representative Frelinghuysen (or other invited speakers); or 
Participation in Princeton University Model Congress; or 
Draft a piece of “mock legislation” seeking a change of policy (new or existing) to the MLHS Code of Conduct. 
 
Ethical Considerations / Character Education 
The class will consider (and debate) which of the two contending theories of representation BEST serves the public interest and the 
American polity – “trusteeship” or “instructed delegate.” Students can examine the present-day institutional functions of the Congress 
to determine what factors impact (or impede) the legislative process. Lastly, the class can consider whether the inertial qualities of 
legislative “gridlock” are a welcome product of intended design or a destructive outcome of cross currents and the undue influence of 
special interests. 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 6 – The Presidency as an Institution 
 
Essential Questions: What are the expressed, delegated, inherent, and imparted powers of the U.S. President? Where do individual 
Presidents rank with respect to successful administrations and what leadership characteristics did successful presidents possess? 
What factors tend to increase / decrease the powers of the presidency? What historical events have tended to expand / contract 
executive authority and power? How do presidents turn their agenda into legislative reality? What is the scale and scope of executive 
branch administrative authority? What is the role of the cabinet and how do cabinet members oversee the federal bureaucracy?  What is 
the relationship between the media and the presidency? How does public opinion impact presidential power and a Presidentʼs political 
“capital”?  What was the framers' intent with respect to the relationship between Congress and the executive? What role does the 
President play in the federal budgetary process? What processes determine presidential impeachment, disability, and succession?  
What is meant by the imperial presidency and how has Congress attempted to limit the power of the Presidency?  
 
 
Objectives: Students will be able to … 
• Explain the various powers possessed and roles played by the American President. 
• Identify (by example) successful and unsuccessful American Presidents and provide a politico-historical analysis in support of 

their ranking(s). 
• Explain how / what events have affected the power of the Chief Executive. 
• Examine the presidency through the prism of the “bully pulpit” and the relationship of the media with  various Presidents.  
• Understand the relationship between public approval and presidential success. 
• Describe the role that the modern president plays in the formulation of legislation and the federal budget. 
• Identify the procedural methods by which the power of the executive can be limited and checked. 
 
 

Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Constitutional Basis of 
the Presidency 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Hamilton, Federalist 
Nos. 67, 69, 70, 73 & 
74 (Excerpts) 

Lecture  
Note-Taking 
Document Analysis 
Students will consider the 
wisdom (potential cost / 
benefit) of empowering an 
individual with appointive, 
executive, and military 
authority. 
 
 
 
 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.3 
6.2.C.4 



Constitutional Powers 
of the Presidency  

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
U.S. Constitution / 
Article II 
Neustadt, 
“Presidential Power” 

Lecture  
Note-Taking 
Document Analysis 
Lecture will focus on the 
constitutionally limited basis of 
presidential authority and ask 
students to contrast that with 
their present-day 
understanding of the powers 
exercised by the office. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.A.2 
 

The Rise of 
Presidential 
Government (1800 – 
1933) 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
 

Lecture 
Note-Taking 
Lecture will focus on the age of 
Congressional predominance 
with periods of exception 
(Jackson, Lincoln, T. 
Roosevelt, and Wilson) 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.B.1 

The Rise of 
Presidential 
Government 
(1933 – Present) 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text Lecture  
Note-Taking 
Students will receive instruction 
on the fundamental (and 
permanent?) shift if power that 
redounded to the presidency 
during the Great Depression 
and World War II. Students will 
debate the positive and 
negative aspects of this 
governmental shift and its 
effects on American 
governance. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.A.4 
 

Presidential 
Government and 
Power: Formal 
Resources, 
Contemporary Bases, 
Administrative 
Authority 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Cronin and Genovese, 
“The Paradoxes of the 
American Presidency” 

Lecture 
Note-Taking 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.A.2 
6.2.A.7 



Formal and Informal 
“Checks” on 
Presidential Power 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Hamilton, Federalist  
No. 65 
Black, “Impeachment: 
A Handbook” 
Presidential Tracking 
Polls 

In-class Debate and 
Discussion: Students will 
consider the formal and 
informal methods of checking 
presidential power. Using 
Federalist No. 65 as a 
foundation (… are those 
offenses which proceed from 
the misconduct of public men, 
or, in other words, from the 
abuse or violation of some 
public trust. They are of a 
nature which may with peculiar 
propriety be denominated 
POLITICAL, as they relate 
chiefly to injuries done 
immediately to the society 
itself.) Students will debate the 
reasons for which a President 
should be subject to 
impeachment and trial. 

Data based 
Research 
Media Center 
Computer Lab 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.A.2 
6.2.A.7 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students can consider the reasons why the American Presidency – a constitutionally weak and limited office (confined largely to foreign and 
national security policy) – has grown into a dramatically powerful institution (especially in domestic affairs) and whether such a trend has had a net 
positive (efficient response / operation) or net negative (imperial overreach) result for the operations of American government and society. 
 
Ethical Considerations / Character Education 
Students, using Federalist No. 65 as a basis, can discuss and debate the behavioral and action standards by which a President can / should be 
subject to impeachment proceedings, trial, and removal from office. Contemporary examples (1960 – present) of the “misconduct of public men” 
that violate the “public trust” can be examined as a means to promote discussion and debate. 
 
 
Chapter 7 – The Executive Branch: Bureaucracy in a Democracy 
 
Essential Questions What is the bureaucracy? Why does the bureaucracy exist? Does the bureaucracy promote governmental 
efficiency or inefficiency of operation? What functions does the bureaucracy perform?  Who are the bureaucrats (and how do they 
obtain their positions in government)?  What is the full scale and scope of bureaucratic agency and responsibility (and with it the 
growth in the  size and complexity) related to the executive branch? What is the relationship between the bureaucracy and the 



executive and legislative branches? What is the relationship between the bureaucracy and the economy: redistributive, fiscal, monetary, 
and welfare policies? What are the quasi-legislative and quasi-judicial powers wielded by the bureaucracy? What are the advantages / 
disadvantages of bureaucratic government? How does the bureaucracy help create public policy? Who (or what) controls the 
bureaucracy? How do interest groups influence bureaucratic policy? What external controls exist to check the power of (or compel a 
response from) the bureaucracy? 
 
Objectives: Students will be able to ... 
• Debate the origins of American bureaucratic development – a response to public demands and interests or the unconstrained growth of 

centralizing governmental power. 
• Trace the development of American bureaucracy 1789 – present. 
• Define the important characteristics and organizational framework of the U.S. bureaucracy and determine the sources of bureaucratic power in 

the United States. 
• Explain the operational impact of the “Agency State” (“the fourth branch”) on American society and determine in what ways this administrative 

arm of the government is responsive / insensitive to  the demands of the political process and the American polity. 
• Identify controlling influences on the bureaucracy: Cabinet, budget requests and outlays, congressional oversight, courts, interest groups, 

public opinion.  
 
 

Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional 
Method 

Tech 
Infusion 

NJCCCS 

Why Bureaucracy? 
Effective Government 
Operation 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Weber, “Bureaucracy” 

Lecture 
Note-taking 
Discussion 
Students will discuss the 
relative merits of government 
by bureaucracy: stability, 
expertise, efficiency (as 
compared to legislative and 
judicial processes) 
 
 

Smartboard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.4 
6.2.B.3 
6.2.C.4 

Executive Branch and 
Bureaucratic 
Organization 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text Lecture 
Note-taking 
Students will prepare a 
PowerPoint presentation 
detailing the complex 
organization of one branch of 
the Executive branch. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint (student 
presentation) 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.4 
6.2.B.3 
 



The Problems of 
Bureaucratic Control: 
the Unelected Branch 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Wilson “Bureaucracy: 
What Government 
Agencies Do and Why 
They Do It” 

Lecture / Note-taking 
In – class discussion: the 
disadvantages of bureaucratic 
governance: inefficiency,  
red tape, unresponsiveness, 
unaccountability, and costs. 

Smartboard 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.A.4 
6.2.B.1 
6.2.C.4 

Bureaucratic Check 
and Balance: Taming 
the Federal 
Bureaucracy 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text Lecture 
Note-taking 
Teacher will provide insight to 
some of the formal and informal 
checks on bureaucratic power: 
budget preparation and priority, 
government oversight, public 
opinion, etc. 

Smartboad 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.7 
6.2.C.1 
6.5.A.6 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students can prepare a PowerPoint presentation providing an organizational flowchart of an Executive Department – from Cabinet Secretary 
through the chain of bureaucratic agencies – responsible for administrative enforcement of (and compliance with) federal regulatory policies. This 
will provide students a sense of the overall complexity of administering the many responsibilities of the U.S. federal government. 
 
Ethical Considerations / Character Education 
Have students identify TEN critical governmental* functions / responsibilities (ensuring clean air and water, preventing hostile work environment, 
providing national security, enforcing civil rights and equal protection, guaranteeing college loans, etc). Then ask how it is to be affected, 
implemented, and maintained? Have students determine if the growth of the American bureaucracy is a result of the many demands made by the 
American people and their growing expectations for a responsive government. Ask them what government service would they be willing to forego 
and why? * (For the purposes of the assignment any level of government may be used) 
 
 
Chapter 8 – The Federal Courts: Structure and Strategies 
 
Essential Questions: What is (should be) the proper scope of judicial power? How does (should) the rule of law operate 
under the principle of judicial review and stare decisis? What is the jurisdiction of the federal courts?  How does politics 
and partisanship impact the selection of federal judges? How and why has politics and partisanship entered into the 
selection process of Supreme Court Justices? What is the proper role of courts in a democracy? What is meant by “judicial 
activism” (what behaviors constitute judicial activism?) Is there (and should there be) room for compromise between a 
strict and loose construction, between original intent and an adaptable document for the living? 
 



Objectives: Students will be able to ... 
• Detail and describe the organizational structure of the federal courts. 
• Define the powers possessed by the federal courts. 
• Explain the role played by the federal courts in shaping (or creating) public policy and implementation of such policy. 
• Explain the decisional processes and appellate procedures of the federal court system. 
• Define judicial ideology and explain how this impacts the interpersonal dynamics among Justices (especially on the Supreme 

Court) as well as the decisions rendered by the Court(s) in terms of public policy. 
 

Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Organization of the 
Federal Court System 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text Lecture 
Students will receive instruction in 
the organizational structure and 
appellate process that mark the 
American federal court system. 

PowerPoint 
presentation 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.A.2 
6.2.B.1 
 

Courts as Political 
Institutions 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Hamilton, Federalist 
No. 78 

Lecture 
Document analysis and 
discussion 
Students will consider and debate 
the soundness and propriety of 
unelected courts serving as the 
interpretive branch of the 
government related to matters 
Constitutional.  
Students will consider the far-
reaching implication of case law 
on public policy. 
 

Smartboard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.A.2 
6.2.B.2 
6.2.C.1 

The Power of Judicial 
Review 
Co-Equal or the 
Dominant Branch? 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
U.S. Constitution, 
Article III 
Marbury v. Madison 

Document analysis and In-class 
debate 
Students will analyze Marbury v. 
Madison, then discuss the power 
of judicial review in the context of 
separated powers and co-equal 
branches. 

Smartboard 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.B.2 
6.2.B.5 
6.2.C.2 



The Supreme Court in 
Action: Case 
Consideration & 
Procedures 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text Lecture 
Note-taking 
Students will receive instruction in 
the procedural dynamics of 
“justice” within the confines of the 
federal court system – a road map 
to the Supreme Court. 

PowerPoint 
presentation 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.C.2 

Judicial Decision 
Making and Justices 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Kelo v. New London 

Lecture 
Note-taking 
Case Analysis: Students will 
consider the interpretive power of 
the Court related to property 
rights, “public use” and eminent 
domainʼs “takings clause”  

Smartboard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.B.5 
6.2.C.2 

Judicial Power and 
Politics: 
Temperaments and 
Ideologies 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Bork, “The Original 
Understanding” from 
The Tempting of 
America 
Posner, “What Am I? 
A Potted Plant?” 

In-class debate 
Students will debate which of the 
interpretive doctrines has greater 
merit: strict construction (tending 
to either originalism and / or 
textualism) versus loose 
construction (interpretive license 
and a document for the living) 

PowerPoint 
presentation 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.2 
6.2.B.2 
6.2.B.3 
6.2.C.2 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Long considered the “forgotten branch” of the federal government, the Supreme Court operates in comparative anonymity – literally – as fewer 
than 50% of the American people can name one member of the Supreme Court (C-SPAN July, 2009). Students (as essential preparation for the 
AP Exam) can prepare a PowerPoint résumé / vitae for each member of the High Court detailing personal and academic backgrounds, perceived 
judicial philosophies / ideologies, and their record (majority / minority opinions) on some key recent cases. 
 
Ethical Considerations / Character Education 
Students can consider (and define) the term “justice” as traditionally linked to the United States judiciary – the procedurally “benign” and “neutral” 
of the governing branches. Students can consider one of the more controversial decisions of recent court vintage Kelo v. New London (2003) and 
debate the merits of that decision. The case could serve to challenge many of their pre-conceived and chapter-developed notions of the Court and 
the expected ideological bent (and behavior) of its members. Also, students can consider the oath administered to all prospective Justices upon 



their swearing in to the High Court. In addition, students can debate the conflict surrounding “fidelity to the law” (and presumably the predominance 
statutory / Constitutional text, precedent) and “judicial empathy” (a Justice (either “liberal” or “conservative”) willing to consult personal experience 
and understanding when rendering a decision). 
 
 
Unit III: Politics 
Chapter 9 – Public Opinion 
 
Essential Questions: What is public opinion? What is political opinion? From what source(s) do we develop and form political 
opinion(s)? How do demographic factors (ethnicity, race, gender, age, income level, education, geographic locale) help develop political 
opinion and ideology? What role do political leaders play in forming public opinion? What role do private (interest) groups play in 
forming public opinion? What role does the media play in forming public opinion? How do polls work? What are the potential benefits 
and pitfalls to polling as a way to gauge public opinion and formulate public policy? Does polling compromise the integrity of the 
electoral process? 
 
Objectives: Students will be able to … 
• Understand the concept of public opinion and how it is formed / measured. 
• Define political socialization, ideology, public opinion, political opinion, and political knowledge. 
• Determine the role of culture in the formation and content of public opinion. 
• Describe the methodology of measuring (accurately) public opinion. 
• Debate the merits of the American use (or overuse) of public opinion polls. 
 
 

Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Origins of Public and 
Political Opinion 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Bryce, “The American 
Commonwealth” 

Lecture 
Note-taking: Students will 
receive instruction in the 
formative / predictive 
influences in shaping individual 
political opinion. 

Smartboard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.5 
6.2.A.7 
6.2.D.1 
6.2.D.5 

Public Opinion and 
Political Knowledge 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text  
Lippmann,  
"The Phantom Public" 
 

Pop Culture versus Civics 
Knowledge Quiz 
In-class discussion based on 
quiz results to determine level 
of political literacy as a pretext 
for key question: should (in the 
absence of general and issue 
specific knowledge, should 

Smartboard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.5 
6.2.A.7 
6.2.D.1 
6.2.D.5 



public opinion serve as the 
“great source of power” in 
American politics and public 
policy) 

Shaping Opinion: 
Political Leaders, 
Private (Interest) 
Groups, and the 
Media 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Cronin, “Direct 
Democracy” 

In-class discussion 
Students can debate the 
extent to which political and 
public opinion can be shaped 
(analysis of polling data over 
time from presidential approval 
to foreign and public policy 
initiatives). 

SmartBoard 
Media  
Presentation: 
comparative 
analysis of official 
(party) ads, issue 
advocacy ads, and 
network coverage 
(of same / single 
issue) 

6.2.A.5 
6.2.A.7 
6.2.D.1 
6.2.D.5 

Measuring Public 
Opinion 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Ginsberg, "Polling and 
the Transformation of 
Public Opinion" 
Sabato and Simpson, 
"When Push Comes to 
Poll" 

Debate: Resolved, the 
constant use of public opinion 
polls has had a net negative 
effect on American 
government and society. 

HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.5 
6.2.A.7 
6.2.D.1 
6.2.D.5 

Public Opinion & 
Government Policy 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text Lecture 
Note-taking 
Instruction will focus on 
modern examples (1990s – 
Present) of public policies 
adopted / defeated as 
compared to coincident 
surveys of public opinion 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.5 
6.2.A.7 
6.2.D.1 
6.2.D.5 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students can produce a “polling primer” detailing their own methodology for achieving a random sample / universe of opinion / ideologically 
balanced (neutral) poll questions on a major issue of the day*: Sotomayor confirmation, health care debate, cap and trade (environmental) 
legislation, presidential job approval, New Jersey gubernatorial election, etc.  
 
*Examples only. Subject matter can be updated and made topical as the course progresses in this and future years. 
Students can draft their own set of “push polling” questions. 
 
 
 



Ethical Considerations / Character Education 
“Of all the experiments which America has made, this is that which best deserves study, for her solution of the problem differs from all previous 
solutions, and she has shown more boldness in trusting public opinion, in recognizing and giving effect to it, than has yet been shown elsewhere. 
Towering over presidents and state governors, over Congress and state legislatures, over conventions and the vast machinery of party, public 
opinion stands out, in the United States, as the great source of power, the master of servants who tremble before it.” -- James Bryce 
 
Students can debate the relative advantages and disadvantages of the (overwhelming) institutional reliance on public opinion in the formulation 
and implementation of government policy (both foreign and domestic). Students can revisit and link their new chapter insights to Chapter 5 (The 
Congress) and the debate over the proper role of the elected representative: trustee versus instructed delegate. Students can also consider if it 
best to “tremble” before a public opinion that is often ill-informed, volatile, and subject to manipulation and misinformation? Lastly, students can 
ponder the role of education in terms of developing civic literacy and competency.  
 
 
Chapter 10 – Elections 
 
Essential Questions: Who votes? Why?  What factors (historically / now) effect likely voter participation and turnout? What is 
democracy? What is the function of the electoral college? For what reasons was the electoral college established?  What are the 
advantages and disadvantages of the electoral college?  What are the advantages of more direct methods of democracy – the 
referendum and the recall? How do the following help determine voting patterns and turnout: socioeconomic factors? level of 
education? religion? race? ethnicity? geographic locale? sex? age? What drives election outcomes … issues, events, or candidates? 
What issues tend (have tended) to dominate American electoral politics? What issues are likely to help or hurt a candidate's (especially 
incumbent's) chances of election?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of incumbency?  What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of prevailing candidate selection and the primary system? How, typically, do campaign strategies change from primary 
season to the general election?  What are the various types of primaries and registration methods used throughout the United States?  
Who wins [elections], who doesn't, and why?  How are campaigns organized?  What strategies and methods do campaigns employ to 
secure election?  Where and how should a national candidate campaign?  What is the process by which presidential hopefuls are 
nominated and elected?  What is the impact of media coverage (and "sound bite" presentation) on presidential campaigns?  What 
impact. If any, have televised presidential debates on election outcomes (and what factors account for their disappearance in 1964, 
1968, and 1972)? How does a person run for the House or Senate?  Why have the costs of waging political campaigns soared and what 
consequences have resulted?  Are elections bought by the wealthy and well financed?  Do interest groups and political action 
committees have undue and unfair influence on election outcomes? What efforts have been made to "level the playing field" by 
campaign finance reform? Are efforts to limit campaign contributions and spending constitutional?  What conclusions (interpretive) 
may be drawn from presidential election outcomes 1960 to 2008 and congressional elections 1974, 1980, 1982, 1986, 1994, 1998, 2002, 
2006? What is meant by a maintaining election? deviating election? realigning election? Who does not vote? Why?  Why is voter 
turnout in the U.S. so (comparatively) low? Do election outcomes matter? 
 
Objectives: Students will be able to … 
• Identify historical examples of government regulation (and restrictions) of electoral politics. 
• Describe the events surrounding the various expansions of the American elective franchise. 
• Describe the operational functions of the electoral college. 



• Debate the advantages and disadvantages of the electoral college. 
• Define referendum and recall. 
• Examine the American electorate and provide predictive profiles of various demographic groups in terms of voter identity and likely participation. 
• Describe the workings of the American electoral system: candidate selection, primary and general election politics, powers and pitfalls of 

incumbency, campaign strategy, campaign finance, and voter participation. 
• Examine the impact of the media in the campaign and electoral processes. 
• Describe the roles of political parties, interest groups, and political action committees play in the American electoral process. 
• Debate the merits of campaign finance reform and consider its impact of political speech and expression. 
• Provide interpretive analysis of American election outcomes from 1960 – present. 
• Define “maintaining election”/ “deviating election” / re-aligning election.” 
• Identify the “non-voter” and determine reasons for low voter turnout in the U.S. 
 
 

Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Government: 
Oversight, Regulation, 
and the Electoral 
Process 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Federalist No. 68 

Lecture  
Note-taking 
Instruction will focus on the 
historical trend toward an 
expanding American elective 
franchise (and present-day 
restrictions on voting – 
consistent with the 14th 
Amendment?). 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.5 
6.2.B.4 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.3 
6.2.D.1 
6.2.D.3 
6.2.D.5 

The Democratic 
Impulse: Direct 
Democracy and Voter 
Participation 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text Lecture 
Note-taking 
Data analysis 
Discussion 
Instruction will focus of the 
comparatively low rate of voter 
participation in the U.S. (and 
elicit insights as to potential 
reasons for this). Class will 
debate the advantages and 
disadvantages of direct 
democracy. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.5 
6.2.B.4 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.3 
6.2.D.1 
6.2.D.3 
6.2.D.5 



How Do Voters 
Decide? Partisan 
Loyalty, Issues, 
Candidates 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Sabato and Simpson, 
“Dirty Little Secrets”  
Elving, “Accentuate 
the Negative: 
Contemporary 
Congressional 
Campaigns” 
 

Socratic Circle: Class – 
inspired question and answer 
(based on supplementary 
readings) 

HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.5 
6.2.A.7 
6.2.D.5 

Examining Election 
Outcomes (1960 – 
2008): Lessons 
Derived 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text Discussion and data – based 
analysis (election outcomes) 
looking for political shifts (four 
years) and trends. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
(presentation)  
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.7 

Campaign Finance: 
Sources and Reform 
Efforts 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Bi-Partisan Campaign 
Finance Reform Act 
(2002) 
Sorauf, “Inside 
Campaign Finance” 
McConnell v. Federal 
Election Commission 
(2003) 

Document analysis and 
discussion 
In-class debate: Resolved, 
Congressional attempts to 
“level the playing field” by 
BCRA of 2002 are more 
important to preserving 
American democracy that 
unfettered political speech. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.6 

Do Elections Have 
Consequences? 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text Lecture 
Discussion 
Instruction will examine the 
impact on public and foreign 
policy resulting from the 
elections of 1994 and 1996 as 
well as 2006 and 2008. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
   

6.2.A.2 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.5 

 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Student groups can form a “war room” and devise a national political campaign and general election strategy: from candidate 
selection to issue and policy positions. With each, student groups must offer a justification and rationalization based on a critical 
(demographic) evaluation of the American electorate and lessons gleaned from this and previous campaigns. 
 
 
 



Ethical Considerations / Character Education 
Leveling the Playing Field or Restricting Free Speech: Using McCain – Feingold (BCRA 2002) and the resulting case law (McConnell v. Federal 
Election Commission) students can debate the merits of governmental efforts to “level the playing field” in American politics. Do such efforts 
provide genuine reform and decrease the influence of the potent and powerful or do such efforts strike at the original and essential intent of the 
first amendment – the overt protection of political speech? 
 
 
Chapter 11 – Political Parties 
 
Essential Questions: What are political parties? What functions do political parties perform? What are the origins (root causes) of 
American dualism and the two-party system? What are the first, second, third party systems in American political life and history? What 
are the benefits and pitfalls of the American two-party system? What have been the traditional roles of the political parties? In what do 
the respective (present-day) major political parties believe and how are they different? How are major political parties organizationally 
structured at the national, state, and local levels? How have attempts at election reform impacted the power and importance of political 
parties? What, typically, has been the effect of third parties and their candidates? What roles have third parties played in electoral 
outcomes? Intense party rivalry and partisanship ... healthy for ... or harmful to ... the body politic and American governance? 
 
Objectives: Students will be able to … 
• Understand the (human) nature of political party formation. 
• Define political party and understand their functions and characteristics. 
• Distinguish (and identify) the various political eras and “party systems” in American history 1790s to the present. 
• Understand the national inclination towards and the enduring nature of the American two-party system. 
• Describe the advantages and disadvantages of the American two-party system. 
• Describe the political atmosphere and dynamic that often results in third (or insurgent) party formation and challenges and their electoral 

impact in American history. 
• Describe the organizational and procedural roles played by the major political parties. 
• Distinguish todayʼs major political parties in terms of ideology and issues as found in their official platforms. 
 

Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Political Party 
Formation: Individual, 
Groups, Coalitions,  
Parties 
 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Madison, Federalist 
No. 10 
Washington, 
“Farewell Address” 
 

Lecture & note-taking 
Students will consider the 
factional nature of American 
politics and the formation of 
political parties. Students will 
discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of a governing 
system given to a political 
cleavage based on ideological 
contention.  

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.3 
6.2.A.5 
6.2.A.6 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.5 
6.2.D.1 
6.2.D.5 
 



Political Parties: 
Purpose and Function 
 
 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Balz and Brownstein 
from Storming the 
Gates 

Lecture 
Note-taking 
Instruction will examine the 
various functions performed by 
political parties as well as the 
various factions and coalitions 
that form the modern Democratic 
and Republican parties. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.3 
6.2.A.5 
6.2.A.6 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.5 
6.2.D.1 
6.2.D.5 
 

Parties and the 
Electorate: Mobilizing 
the “Factions” 
 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text Class discussion  
(Q & A), Political Party Formation* 

Media Center 
Computer lab 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.3 
6.2.A.5 
6.2.A.6 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.5 
6.2.D.1 
6.2.D.5 
 

Party Systems: 
Origins and 
Maintenance of the 
“Two-Party” 
System 
 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text Lecture 
Note-taking 
Instruction will focus on the 
historical origins of the two-party 
system (Federalists v. 
Democratic-Republicans) as well 
as the successive two-party 
systems in American history. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.4.E.9 
6.2.A.6 

The Role of Parties 
Today 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Broder, “The Partyʼs 
Over” 
Dionne, “They Only 
Look Dead” 

In-class Discussion 
Instruction will focus on the 
benefits of a two major party 
system: political stability, vigorous 
/ potent loyal opposition, 
undercuts radicalism, etc. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.3 
6.2.A.5 
6.2.A.6 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.5 
6.2.D.1 
6.2.D.5 
 

Democrats and 
Republicans: a 
Comparison 
 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
2008 Democrat and 
Republican National 
Committee Platforms 
(selected excerpts) 

Student (Group) Data Based 
Research: Examination of 
National Committees Platforms to 
determine official policy positions 
(planks) on a variety of social, 
economic, and national security 
policies. 

Media Canter 
Computer Lab 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.3 
6.2.A.5 
6.2.A.6 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.C.5 
6.2.D.1 
6.2.D.5 
 



Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students can form a political party, draft and platform, and describe the reason why their party would enjoy broad national (or strategic regional) 
support in winning a national campaign and election. 
 
Ethical Consideration / Character Education 
Students can consider the “softening” and “moderating” effects of the major political parties and the overall (and un-historic) stability provided to 
the American system of government. Students can debate the merits of moderation and stability in the face of great political issues and failings in 
the American experience: slavery, denial of property and voting rights, equal protection and minority rights, etc..  
 
 
Chapter 12 – Groups and Interests 
 
Essential Questions: What are interest groups? What is pluralism? What are the advantages / disadvantages inherent to a pluralist 
(“factional”) society? What impact do interest groups have on the political system? What tactics are employed by interest groups to 
achieve their public policy objectives? What is the difference between interest groups and movement politics? What is lobbying (a 
lobbyist)? What are the various kinds of interest groups: single issue? public interest? ideological? etc. What are political action 
committees (PACs)? What role(s) do PACs play in the American political system and electoral process? What are the advantages / 
disadvantages in attempting to regulate interest group politics? 
 
Objectives: Students will be able to … 
• Debate the advantages and disadvantages of a pluralistic political system and the “natural” presence of factions in the American political process. 
• Identify interest groups and consider / evaluate the kinds of tactics and strategies they employ to influence outcomes in American politics    

and public policy. 
• Consider the advantages and disadvantages of special interest group / lobbyist participation in the legislative and political processes. 
• Identify Political Action Committees (PACs) and explain their function as well as the challenge they present to traditional party politics. 
 
 

Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Characteristics of 
Interest Groups 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
 

Lecture 
Note-taking 
 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.5 
6.2.C.6 
6.2.D.4 
6.2.D.5 

How and Why Do 
Interest Groups 
Form? 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Madison, Federalist  
No. 10 

Document Analysis 
Discussion 

PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.5 
6.2.C.6 
6.2.D.4 
6.2.D.5 



Interest Group 
Politics: Influence and 
Public Policy 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Mills, from The Power 
Elite 
Schattschneider, 
“The Scope and Bias of 
the Pressure System” 

In-class Debate 
Discussion 
Students will debate the 
essential claims made in Millsʼ 
“iron triangle” thesis and 
determine if the thesis holds true 
in a modern political context –  
Students will analyze (and 
contrast) the percentage 
breakdown of federal budget 
expenditure 1956 and 2008. 

PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.5 
6.2.C.6 
6.2.D.4 
6.2.D.5 

Controlling Interest 
Groups: The Dilemma 
of Reform 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Birnbaum, “Lobbyists … 
Why the Bad Rap?” 

Lecture / Note-taking 
Discussion 
Class will focus on the top 20 (in 
terms of contribution) PACs and 
lobbying organizations to 
determine if group politics 
represents the undue influence 
of “money interests” or the truest 
expression of American 
pluralism.  
 

PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 
 

6.2.A.5 
6.2.C.6 
6.2.D.1 
6.2.D.4 
6.2.D.5 

Interest Groups 
Politics: Participation 
and Constitutional  
Protection 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Hernnson, “Interest 
Groups, PACs and 
Campaigns” 

Lecture 
Note-taking 
Discussion 
Instruction will focus on the 
express protections afforded 
interest group politics; 
Students can highlight the 
positive contributions of PACs 
and lobbies.   

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.5 
6.2.A.6 
6.2.C.6 
6.2.D.4 
6.2.D.5 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Traditional coverage of American politics decries the influence of “special interests” and the penchant for “partisanship” and 
institutional “gridlock.” Students can reconsider the important (perhaps pivotal) role played by interest group politics in serving the 
needs of the nation as a whole. Students can provide an in-class presentation of the advantages derived by interest group politics. 
 
 
 



Ethical Considerations / Character Education 
“Politics is the art of the possible.” (…and then came the special interests … rethink whatʼs possible.) 
Students can consider the limiting features of self and group interest (a natural by-product of liberty – Madison Federalist No. 10) when attempting 
to enact public policy designed to promote the “general welfare.” Students can debate if the idea of the “general welfare” should be consigned to 
the realm of metaphysics or can it be seriously contemplated in terms of actual public policy design and implementation. 
 
 
Chapter 13 – The Media 
 
Essential Questions What are the media?  Who are the media? What, if any, restraints should be placed on the media in its 
coverage of governmental affairs? national security programs and policies? private lives of public persons? etc. Who owns the media? 
Is our press "free"? What effects news coverage? Is the press biased? What effect does / can the media have on public opinion, 
elections, politics, and public policy debate? What is meant by the "fourth estate"? Does the media enlighten and inform the electorate? 
From what media sources do Americans get their news? What impact has alternative (forms) media had on American politics and 
debate?  
 
Objectives: Students will be able to … 
• Identify the various sources of media available to the American people. 
• Explain and evaluate “media politics” and the changing face of politics in the information age. 
• Evaluate the extent to which the media determine the beliefs of people and shape the political landscape. 
• Debate the extent media bias and evaluate its potential impact on electoral politics and public policy. 
• Evaluate the American media in terms of their responsibility to “enlighten and inform” the electorate. 
• Debate the merits of regulated versus unregulated media coverage in terms of editorial oversignt, content and accuracy. 
 
 

Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

The Media Industry 
and Government 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Black, New York 
Times Co. 
v. United States 

Document Analysis 
Discussion 
Students will consider and 
debate the freedom of the 
press: absolute right or one 
best subject to some 
government regulation and 
restriction? Students will 
debate when, if ever, a 
restriction on the press is 
either permissible or 
advisable. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.7 
6.2.C.1 
6.2.D.3 
6.2.D.4 



What Effects New 
Coverage? 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text Discussion 
Students will analyze media 
treatment of a political issue 
to detect presentational bias 
and motive.  

Internet (Site 
Comparison): 
Fairness and 
Accuracy in Media 
(Progressive) & 
Media Research 
Center 
(Conservative) 

6.2.A.7 

Media Power and 
Influence in American 
Politics 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 

Text 
Kurtz, “Spin Cycle” 
Patterson, 
“Bad News, Bad 
Governance” 

In-class Debate: 
Is the press biased? 
Is press focus on negative 
coverage a healthy 
skepticism or institutional 
cynicism? 

HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.7 

Media and 
Responsibility 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Sabato, “Feeding 
Frenzy” 

Lecture  
Note-taking 
Discussion 
Instruction will focus on the 
press penchant for salacious 
and scandal-based news 
coverage. Class will discuss 
the origins and reasons for 
such coverage and its impact 
on the American polity. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.7 

How Powerful is the 
Mass Media? Has 
their power been 
weakened by the 
alternative media? 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text Data Analysis 
Discussion 
Students will consider a 
variety of public opinion polls 
and contrast with the media 
coverage of each issue. Does 
positive / negative news 
coverage impact 
governmental action, public 
policy formulation and 
implementation, etc.? 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.7 
6.2.C.6 

 
 
 
 
 



Differentiated Learning Activities 
As television remains the principal method by which Americans gather information and political sensibilities, students can watch a prescribed list of 
political programming from across the ideological / political spectrum. Students can consider media treatment on the prevailing / topical issue of 
the week. Students can keep a journal of experience detailing their observations and insights in advance of a class discussion. 
 
Ethical Considerations / Character Education 
Students can consider when, if ever, the government has proper authority to regulate media coverage and the flow of information. Students should 
be able to debate and defend their position while conceding the potential negative effects that can result from their stated position.  
 
 
 
Unit IV: Governance* 
Chapter 14 – Public Policy 
 
Essential Questions How does government make a market economy possible? What are the prerequisites for a market economy? 
On what basis can government involvement in a “free-market” be justified? How can a government, at once, promote public order (by 
governmental operation) and private property rights? Should government play a role in promoting economic and business 
development? What serves as a more rational  / operational premise for economic activity (allocation of goods and services): 
government regulation or free markets? 
 
 
Objectives: Students will be able to …. 
• Explain how (and why) market economies require some external / coercive force in order to operate. 
• Debate the advantages and disadvantages of government efforts to regulate economic activity. 
• Are government efforts to mitigate the effects of the business cycle obligatory or counter-productive? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
* The subject matter in Unit IV can be provided independent thematic treatment and content coverage or it can be employed as a 
complementary link to Unit I (Foundations), Unit II (Institutions), and Unit III (Politics). The chapter topics and themes lend well to 
an elaborative expansion and reinforcement of key terms, concepts, and ideas found throughout Chapters  
1 – 13. 
 



Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Government and the 
Market Economy 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Hobbes, Of 
Commonwealth 
Smith, The Wealth of 
Nations (Excerpts) 
Keynes, The General 
Theory of 
Employment, Interest 
and Money (Excerpts) 

Lecture 
Instruction will compare John 
Adamsʼ counterintuitive notion 
(liberty can exist only with 
restrictive government) to the 
necessity of government to the 
existence of a “free” market 
economy: protecting property 
rights, enforcement of contracts, 
etc. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.5.A.1 
6.5.A.3 
6.5.A.5 
6.5.A.7 

What are the Goals, 
Tools, and Politics of 
Economic Policy? 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Friedman, 
Free to Choose 
(Excerpts) 
Thurow, 
Dangerous Currents: 
The State of 
Economics (Excerpts) 

In-Class debate 
Students will consider and argue 
which model BEST promotes 
economic activity and growth – the 
free market as rational “allocater” or 
government – business 
collaboration (monetary policy / 
regulatory oversight, legislation) 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.5.A.3 
6.5.A.5 
6.5.A.7 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students can research the economic theories of the Chicago (and Austrian) School(s) of Economics and those of John Maynard Keynes. Students 
can prepare a comparative PowerPoint presentation detailing the principal points of theoretical content and claim as a basis for class discussion. 
 
Ethical Considerations / Character Education 
Students can consider what role, if any, the government should play in the operations of the economy? Also, students can debate what obligation 
government has to its citizens during time of economic contraction (recessions and depressions): should government try to ameliorate the human 
costs associated with bad economic conditions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 15 – Government and Society 
 
Essential Questions: What role should government play in devising and enacting social policy? Should government provide a basic 
“safety net” of social welfare programs? What is welfare? What government programs should rightly be considered part of the “welfare 
state”? What is meant by a government (non-discretionary) “entitlement”? What are the advantages and disadvantages of the welfare 
system? Does government have a role to play in creating opportunity? Does government have a role to play in promoting greater 
economic equality? Can government wage a successful “war” on poverty? Have social welfare programs generally benefited or harmed 
the people (and classes) they purport to help? 
 
Objectives: Students will be able to …. 
• Debate the merits of government social and welfare policy and defend their position. 
• Identify the origins (and rationale) of the welfare state. 
• Describe the (personal / societal) advantages and disadvantages of the welfare state. 
• Consider historical efforts to provide social welfare and expand opportunity and prescribe sound public policy initiatives both now and for the future.  
 
 

Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

The Politics of Social 
Policy 
 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text Lecture / Discussion 
Instruction will focus on 
government as a provider of social 
services and welfare programs. 
Students will consider that 
programs designed to promote 
“social cohesion” often result in 
factional competition, bitterness, 
and political discord. 
 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.5.A.1 
6.5.A.2 
6.5.A.6 

History and 
Foundations of the 
Social Welfare 
System 
 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Brinkley, 
“The Concept of New 
Deal Liberalism” from 
The End of Reform 
Lyndon Johnson, 
“Great Society” 
speech from   
The Presidents, (PBS 
documentary) 
 

Lecture / Discussion 
Instruction will focus on the 
“foundation” of the American 
welfare state: a forty-year period of 
liberal dominance and policy 
initiatives from the New Deal to the 
Great Society.  

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.4 
6.4.J.2 
6.4.J.4 
6.5.A.1 
6.5.A.2 



Analyzing the Welfare 
System 
 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
“No Welfare, No 
Work” (New York 
Times Editorial) 
“Ending Welfare 
Reform as We Knew 
It” (National Review 
editorial) 

In – class Discussion 
Students will consider the propriety 
and effectiveness of redistribution 
policies in the form of state 
sponsored welfare programs. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.1.A.6 
6.2.C.6 
6.5.A.1 
6.5.A.3 

Activist Government: 
Creating Opportunity 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text Lecture 
Instruction will focus on the ways 
by which government policies can 
serve the cause of economic 
opportunity and social mobility. 
Historical data including GDP and 
national income distribution will be 
consulted. 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.5.A.1 
6.5.A.6 
6.5.B.4 

Americaʼs Poor: 
Demographic “Profile” 
and Government 
Response 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text 
Galston, “Poverty and 
Culture” 
Mayer, “What Money 
Canʼt Buy” (Excerpt) 
 

Debate (Resolution) 
“Resolved, the root causes of 
poverty are found in the failings of 
individuals and not the structural 
operations of the greater society.” 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.5.B.4 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Considering the looming deficits brought about by insufficiently funded entitlement programs and the pending retirement of 77 million “baby-
boomers” student groups can try to devise a public policy change (overhaul) to Social Security and Medicare – the two largest items in the United 
States budget. Student groups must deal with the reality that these programs are highly popular and have traditionally proven to be a “third rail” of 
American politics; touched at great (political) peril. 
 
Ethical Considerations / Character Education 
Considering the long-standing historical and cross - cultural (and religious) efforts to alleviate poverty as a part of “institutional” public policy (public 
dole, mandated alms giving, “spontaneous compassion,” poor laws, etc.) students can consider the root causes, and enduring persistence, of 
poverty as part of the human condition. Students may propose present – day solutions based on their understandings of past failures and 
successes in social policy and public welfare initiatives.   
 
 



Chapter 16 – Foreign Policy and Democracy 
 
Essential Questions Who makes and shapes American foreign policy? What are the values of American foreign policy? What 
should be the principal objective of American foreign policy? What foreign policy initiatives would best serve American vital interests? 
Are American ideals consistent with the needs of a realistic foreign policy? 
 
Objectives: Students will be able to …. 
• Identify the institutional agents that shape and implement American foreign policy. 
• Debate (and determine) the purpose of American foreign policy. 
• Describe the various “schools of thought” regarding American foreign policy. 
• Identify American diplomatic / strategic policy successes and failures in history. 
  

Topic/Content 
Skills 

Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

The Making and 
Shaping of Foreign 
Policy 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text Lecture 
Instruction will focus on the 
foundational sources of foreign 
policy: the President, the 
bureaucracy, Congress, the 
media, and public opinion 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.A.1 
6.2.C.4 
6.6.B.3 

American Values and 
Foreign Policy 
 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text In – class Debate: 
“Resolved, the only factor to 
consider in the formulation of 
American foreign policy is national 
security.” Students will perform 
data – based (periodical) research 
in the preparation of the debate 
constructives. 
 

SmartBoard 
PowerPoint 
Media Center 
Computer Lab 
HippoCampus & 
iCue video clips 

6.2.B.4 
6.2.D.2 

Instruments of Modern 
American Foreign 
Policy 

Homework 
Prompts  
Tests 
Essays 
 

Text Lecture / Discussion 
Instruction will focus on the 
“instruments” (especially 
institutions) that are available to 
the U.S. to pursue diplomatic and 
economic initiatives that serve the 
foreign policy objectives of the 
United States. 

iCue video clips 6.2.A.1 
6.2.C.4 
6.4.K.4 
6.4.L.4 
6.4.L.5 
6.6.E.5 
6.6.E.6 

 
 



Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students can debate one of the most contentious American foreign policy debates of the last decade: the national security doctrine of pre-emption. 
Students can consider whether U.S. leaders (centered in the executive branch) should have the discretionary latitude to launch (preemptive / 
preventative) military operations to meet assessed threats to American vital interests and national security. Students can research and write a 
“position paper” or “National Security Directive” in support of their assertions. 
 
Ethical Considerations / Character Education 
Students can consider the purpose and objective of American foreign policy: promoting human rights, expanding democracy, encouraging free 
markets, providing national security, etc.. Students can determine which objective is most important and whether the nationʼs security interests are 
consonant with other (more hopeful) elements of foreign policy. Hypothetical: a nation with a poor record of human rights (especially their 
treatment of women) offers assistance (with the production of valuable and timely intelligence) in the ongoing “war on terror.” Under what 
conditions should the U.S. deal with such a nation? 


